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Background 
This document contains preliminary interim conclusions from the Marelitt Baltic project, as a background for 
the discussion of the initial draft Recommendation on ALDFG.  

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and make use of it when considering the initial draft 
Recommendation on ALDFG. 

 



    
 
 

Preliminary conclusions of the Marelitt Baltic project: 

 

1. Regarding the Environmental Impact Assessment of different methods of derelict fishing 
gear search and retrieval: 

-          because of plastic and microplastic entering the marine foodweb, EIA experts 
consider retrieval actions in almost all cases beneficial for the marine environment 

-          only light retrieval equipment should be used on all Baltic Seafloor habitats (as 
compared to standard bottom trawling gear) 

-          DFG searches in areas listed as sensitive habitats in HOLAS are suggested with non-
touching techniques, such as sonar or towed camera 

-          the most sensitive habitat is found to be eelgrass meadows, on which searches should 
not be carried out 

2. Regarding recycling and waste management: 

-          recycling pathways are being developed, including plastic re-use through granulation 
as well as polymer re-use as raw oil (pyrolysis) or synthetic gas (hydrolysis) 

-          high contamination of derelict fishing gear with lead from sink lines hinders direct re-
use of plastics, as lead has to be removed 

3. Regarding port reception facilities: 

-  it is observed and noted that collection of both DFG as well as end-of-life fishing gear is 
rare at present. Fishing gear is not considered a recyclable item.  
 
-  it is observed that there are no adequate reception facilities for DFG and only 28% of the 
surveyed harbours have a stationary solution (a designated place or special container) for 
the collection of end-of-life fishing gear in the territory of the harbour. 

- 10 draft recommendations how to improve our fishing harbours to become better 
prepared to receive, collect and recycle DFG and end-of-life fishing gear.- in internal 
consultation to be published in March 2018. 
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